
GALAPAGOS SAFARI CAMP 

Family Safari 

06 days / 05 nights 

 

Itinerary 

Day 01: Arrival – Highlands – Reserve   / (L, D) 

Welcome to the Galapagos! After leaving the VIP airport lounge you will meet your 

English-speaking naturalist guide who will be with your family for the duration of 

your stay with us (according to the level of privacy chosen). To maximize your first 

day in the Galapagos Islands, you will be taken to a number of visiting sites on the 

way to Galapagos Safari Camp. On the short drive from the airport to the ferry 

terminal on Baltra Island, who in the family will be the first to spot a land iguana? 

After crossing the narrow corridor of water that separates Baltra Island from Santa 

Cruz, you continue by car to the highlands of Santa Cruz, stopping at Los Gemelos 

(The Twin Craters); two colossal, volcanic sinkholes. On a gentle hike around the rim, 

your guide will point out the birds of the endemic Scalesia forest such as Galapagos 

doves and Darwin’s finches. From Los Gemelos you continue to a reserve for giant 

tortoises. Your tour of the reserve will follow a gentle circuit trail where you get 

within meters of these iconic Galapagos creatures. The tortoise reserve also contains 

a network of underground lava tubes, formed centuries ago when lava flows cooled 

at the edges but kept flowing in the middle, leaving cave-like tunnels in their wake. 

To fully appreciate the uniqueness of the Galapagos Islands, and its wildlife, it’s 

important to first understand the archipelago’s geology and volcanic history. Keep a 

lookout too for short-eared owls, as they are occasionally spotted in the trees. End 

the day at Galapagos Safari Camp, where children can explore our 50-hectare farm 

on foot or bike, pick tropical fruit, harvest cacao or enjoy a dip in our little pool. 

Parents may prefer to order a cocktail on our observation deck and watch the sunset 

over the National Park and distant islands in the Pacific Ocean. 

Day 02: Santa Cruz – The East   / (B, L, D) 

This morning we drive to the enormous Cerro Mesa crater for a short walk in the 

wetlands. The Cerro Mesa reserve is home to a wonderful variety of birds and the 

occasional bathing tortoise. Your tour will end at a viewpoint, where on a clear day,  

 

 

 



you can survey the lush landscape of Santa Cruz Island as well as some of its 

neighboring islands. Afterward, we jump on our bikes for a downhill ride to 

Garrapatero, a white-sanded beach that is set far away from the cruise ship crowds, 

making it an ideal spot for a picnic. Kayaking can also be arranged here and is a fun 

way for families to explore the coastal mangroves and their wildlife. Set just behind 

the beach is a small lagoon where flamingos are occasionally spotted. On the way 

back to camp, you can visit an organic coffee plantation where children have the 

chance to pick coffee beans (if the season allows) and learn about responsible small-

scale families in the Galapagos. In the evening, back at the Camp, parents can relax 

while the children take a private art class with a local artist. 

Day 03: Explore an Uninhabited Island / (B, L, D) 

Today you will enjoy a day cruise by motor boat to one of the neighboring, 

uninhabited islands close to our island of Santa Cruz: North Seymour, Bartolomé, 

Plazas, or Santa Fe. Please see the tab labeled SEA for more details on these islands. 

Each of the islands’ tours includes a guided walk and a guided snorkel in the Galapagos 

Marine Reserve. Lunch is served onboard the boat (food is not permitted in the 

National Park). These boat tours are usually arranged as shared excursions (shared 

boat and shared guide). However, we can also arrange for your private guide to 

accompany you. If you would like a 100% private tour, we can also charter a boat 

for your family. At the end of the day, you return to Galapagos Safari Camp in time 

for an evening stroll, family bike ride, or a dip in the pool, followed by a sunset drink 

and dinner. 

Day 04: Family Fishing Adventure / (B, L, D) 

Our private fishing experience is both a wildlife adventure and a cultural exchange 

opportunity, making it a firm favorite among families. The fishermen have very safe, 

modern speedboats, which you will charter for the day. With your guide acting as a 

translator, the fishermen share anecdotes from a lifetime at sea, and the children learn 

local fishing tricks. If you're lucky you may even catch a tuna, and the fisherman can 

prepare sashimi for your lunch. The day also includes a guided snorkeling trip and 

some time to explore a secluded bay. Here, you can stroll along a deserted beach, or 

snorkel in the bay's clear, turquoise waters. If you prefer to limit fishing and enhance 

the snorkeling or beach experience, your guide is there to adapt the day to your 

preferences. For more information on this day, please see the tab labeled 'FISHING'. 

Back at the Camp in the afternoon, there’s time to go for a walk, enjoy the pool and 

relax before dinner. 

 

 

 



Day 05: Charles Darwin Research Station – Bay Tour / (B, L, D) 

After a leisurely breakfast, we visit the famous Charles Darwin Research Station and 

the Tortoise Breeding Centre to learn about conservation efforts and scientific 

research on the islands. The children will have an up-close experience with the 

tortoises that are the islands' namesake. Parents can enjoy free time to wander around 

Puerto Ayora, while your guide takes the children to a local playground or on a tour 

of the local fish market on the waterfront. After lunch, walk or take a speedboat to 

Tortuga Bay, a white sandy beach with basking marine iguanas, and shallow turquoise 

waters teeming with white-tip reef sharks and fish. Or you can join a snorkeling boat 

that will take you to frolic with sea lions. 

Day 06: Relax before morning departure / (B) 

Enjoy the serene nature and peace of the Camp this morning. Relax, walk, swim or 

enjoy the sunrise from our viewpoint before departure to the airport and your next 

destination. (Here’s where you’ll wish you had extended your journey!).  

 

 

 

Note: Itineraries are subject to change without notice due to seasonal changes, last-

minute weather conditions, and adjustments of Galapagos National Park policies 

 

What to bring to Galapagos Islands?  

 

Wearables: Sun Hat, cap or bandana, cotton t-shirt, cotton expedition shirt, safari 

shirts, long sleeve shirts, hiking shorts or light full-length hiking pants, water shoes 

with non-slippery soles, sandals, windbreaker jacket, sunglasses, warm sweater, casual 

pants, shorts, dress or skirt, bathing suit, thin and breathable socks, hiking shoes.  

 

Small backpack, water bottle, Ziplock, dry bag, waterproof see-through phone pouch, 

waterproof sunblock, and lip balm (SPF 50+), insect repellent, binoculars, camera, 

device chargers    

 


